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the magnanimous offer of resigning their sees if the Donatists proved their point, and sharing their ministry with their rivals if they themselves secured the verdict. Probably the only impression this generous offer made on the Donatists was the opposite to what Augustine intended. Those who lived with Augustine would feel no less than we do to-day that he would have thought it a sacrilege seriously to entertain the idea of losing his case and resigning his charge. It is difficult to see where the Donatists found a source of hope. Marcellinus was a zealous Catholic, and was much influenced by Augustine ; and of the imperial inclination there could be no doubt. It is true that Marcellinus offered to retire if the Donatists desired another judge; but the tone of their reply, declining his offer, shows that they had no hope of securing an impartial judge. The debate was a farce, and the verdict a foregone conclusion.
On the first of June the conference opened at the Gargilian baths in the centre of the city. The Catholics had proposed that only seven speakers and seven consultors for each party, with four ' bishops to control the notarii, should take part in the conference. This was rejected by the